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Greetings!

At our 2025 Commencement, Salutatorian Caden Pourier
asked a question that continues to echo in my heart: “What

would Chief hlalﬁpiya Lata think of us today?”

As President of hlalﬁpiya Lata, I carry that question daily. It
calls us to reflect on whether our work, our prayers, and our
community life live up to the vision, strength, and love he held
for our people. Looking back on 2025, I believe the answer is

yes.

Our girls basketball team gave us a season that will be remem-
bered for generations: four-time LNI Champions, undefeated in
the regular season for the second time, and battling to the very
last second in the State A Championship game. Their legacy,
however, was never defined by the scoreboard. It was found in
their courage, grace, and leadership. They united Native and
non-Native communities, small towns and big cities, elders and
youth. When hotel hallways echoed with chants of “I\/Iaflpiya
Lata,” it was clear: these young women were the People’s

Champions.

That same spirit filled our classrooms. Five students earned full-
ride scholarships—an extraordinary achievement that reflects
not only their talent and hard work, but also the support of

our teachers, staff, families, and community. Among them was
Caden himself, whose words continue to inspire us. This fall, he
will attend Dartmouth on a full scholarship, carrying with him
both the dreams of his family and the values of our commu-
nity. His journey is just beginning, but his example reminds us
that our mission is as much about guiding hearts as it is about

shaping futures.

We also celebrated a historic achievement in language revitalization: six
members of the Class of 2025 earned the Lakota Biliteracy Seal, demon-
strating fluency in both Lakhéta and English. This accomplishment is more
than academic. It ensures our language—and the wisdom it carries—lives on

in the voices of our youth.

Looking ahead, 2026 will mark one of the most significant milestones in

our history: the opening of a new home for our Heritage Center—now to

be known as the Chatki Arts Center. In Lakota, Chatki means “A Place of
Honor.” It is the place we offer to guests inside our tipis, where we welcome
and lift up all who enter. In this same spirit, the Chatkt Arts Center will hon-
or Native artists and their contributions as cultural bearers, historians, and
storytellers, while also recognizing the special place the building itself holds
on our campus. It is a space that honors the past, celebrates the present, and

creates a foundation for cultural self-determination well into the future.

We also continue to walk our unique spiritual path, braiding together Lakota
lifeways and Catholic faith. In ceremony and in prayer, in classrooms and in
community, we live a tradition that honors both where we come from and

where we are going

This annual report is more than a record of the past year—it is a reflection

of who we are and what we are building together.

I believe, with deep gratitude and confidence, that Chief Maflpiya Lata
would be proud.

With blessings and thanks,
Fr. David Mastrangelo, S.]J.
President, hlaflpiya Lata
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Summer
2024

The summer of 2024 for Maflpiya Lita students

and staff was filled with learning, language, and
community. In July, five high schoolers traveled to
Marquette University for the second annual Summer
Research Institute, diving into archival research on
topics from 1970s Red Cloud creative writing to
Lakhéta culture at Holy Rosary Mission.

August marked the start of a new school year and the
opening of the Early Childhood Learning Center,

a full-day Lakhéta immersion space that provides
reliable childcare for staff and nurtures the next
generation of language speakers. In September, the
9th-grade class embraced reflection and spirituality
during their Freshman Retreat at Our Lady of the
Sioux Church, exploring Malvipiya Lata’s unique
blend of Lakota and Jesuit identity. Together, these
highlights showcase our ongoing commitment to
language revitalization, cultural pride, and the holistic

growth of our students.




Iall
2024

From autumn prayers to winter championships, Maflpiya
Luta students embraced a season of culture, community,
and achievement. In late September, elementary students
journeyed to sacred Mathé Paha (Bear Butte) to offer Fall
Equinox prayers and learn ancestral winter-preparation
traditions. October brought athletic excellence as runner
Caden Pourier qualified for his second South Dakota
State Cross Country Meet. November overflowed with
culture: the annual Wachipi powwow crowned new
royalty—Little Miss S’ke Lute Win Giago, Jr. Miss
Gracie Banks, and Miss Tonirae Ghost Bear—while

the Buffalo Harvest united all grades in prayer, tipi
raising, and hands-on processing, teaching the sacred

relationship between buffalo and Lakota people.

The year closed with triumph at the December Lakota
Nation Invitational, where the girls basketball team
captured a fourth consecutive championship, cheer and
skateboarding teams earned top honors, the Lakota
Language Bowl team claimed a title, and wrestlers
brought home multiple medals. Together, these
milestones reflect Maflpiya Lata’s enduring commitment
to culture, language, and excellence across academics,

athletics, and community life.




January 2025

Coding, Creativity, and
Culture: OLL Students Explore
STEM with Sphero Edu

T H:"- ] January opened with hands-on creativity and cultural learning

as Our Lady of Lourdes elementary students explored STEM
through Sphero Edu roboties. Students programmed robotic
spheres to change colors, speak phrases, and race through
mazes—an opportunity made possible through a partnership
with Indigitize SkoCode. Blending technology with Indigenous
values, the project empowered Native youth as future tech

leaders while honoring their heritage, sparking enthusiasm for

coding, collaboration, and continued learning:
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February 2025

Strength on the Mat and in
Faith: Mahpiya Luta Wrestling
& Bishop Bullock’s Visit

February brought dedication, growth, and spiritual grounding
as the Maflpiya Lata Wrestling Team and the broader school
community celebrated meaningful milestones. Wrestlers from
grades 5 through 12 demonstrated remarkable perseverance,
with three high school athletes qualifying for the state
tournament. Newly appointed Bishop Scott Bullock also visited
campus, celebrating Mass with the Mackert and Middle School
communities and helping conclude National Catholic Schools
Week. His visit strengthened shared commitments to faith,

education, and community.
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March 2025

Pride and Power: Mahpiya
Luta Girls Basketball and
Cheerleaders Shine at State

March was filled with heart, unity, and athletic excellence as
the girls basketball team and cheerleaders delivered standout
performances at the 2025 South Dakota State A Tournament.
The basketball team ended a nearly perfect season with a
one-point championship loss, yet their All-Tournament honors
and teamwork reflected a season defined by strength and
pride. The cheerleaders matched that excellence, earning the
prestigious Spirit of Six Award after winning Best Cheer Team
at LNI. Guided by dedicated coaches, both teams exemplified

sportsmanship, resilience, and community pride.




April 2025

Creativity, STEM Innovation,
and Full-Ride Scholarship
sSuccess

April showcased a burst of innovation, artistry, and student
achievement across Maflpiya Lata. The high school theatre
group staged a lively production of CLUE, overcoming

prop surprises and wardrobe mishaps to entertain a packed
audience. The Robotics Club hosted its first-ever VEX VO5RC
Live Remote Skills Competition, putting months of engineering
work on display. Middle school students from Malvqpiya Lata
and Winyan Wakhan Owayawa joined eight partner schools on
an inspiring Notre Dame Pilgrimage. The month concluded
with five seniors earning full-ride college scholarships, a

testament to their dedication and bright futures.
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May 2025

Celebrating Achievement
and Honoring Graduates at
Mahpiya Luta

May closed the 2024—25 school year with celebration,
accomplishment, and cultural pride. Thirty-five graduates
walked the stage as five earned full-ride scholarships and
collegiate athletic opportunities at universities across the
country. Six seniors were awarded the South Dakota Lakota
Biliteracy Seal, recognizing their fluency in both Lakota and
English. In their remarks, Valedictorian Robert Patton Jr. and
Salutatorian Caden Pourier reflected on perseverance, identity,
and community—reminders of the strength and promise that

define Malvlpiya Luta students.
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June 2025

Season of Change and Cultural
Celebration at Mahpiya Luta

June marked a season of transition, learning, and cultural
enrichment across campus. The community honored longtime
Food Sovereignty Program leader Katie Ackerman as she
concluded eight impactful years, while staff reflected on their
evolving roles and contributions. Students engaged deeply with
history through the Summer Research Institute and explored
the Holy Rosary Mission archives. Cultural life flourished with
the 57th Red Cloud Indian Art Show—featuring 185 artworks

from more than 25 tribes—its final year in Drexel Hall before

the move to the new center.
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July 2025

Summer Growth, Leadership,
and Exciting Transitions

July brought energy, connection, and new beginnings as
students and staff advanced culture, language, and leadership
projects. Student interns welcomed visitors from the Poarch
Creek Indian community for a Lakhota language exchange,
strengthening intertribal relationships. The month also
marked key staff transitions, including Esperanza Hartman *18
becoming Director of Food Sovereignty and Connor Moynihan
stepping into the role of Middle School Principal, Thetna
Weston, OLL School Principle. Meanwhile, the girls basketball
team traveled to Hawai‘i for a vibrant cultural exchange, and
construction on the new Heritage Center continued to move

forward.
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August 2025

A Vibrant Start and Honored
Traditions at Mahpiya Luta

August opened the 2025-26 school year with joy, growth, and
rich tradition. Enrollment rose by more than 100 students

as classrooms filled with prayer, learning, and reconnection.
The community welcomed Fr. Ryen Dwyer, S.J. as the new
pastor, and an inspiring All-Reservation Mass honored the life
of Nicholas Black Elk. The Heritage Center announced the
adoption of its new name—the Chatkt Arts Center, “a place of

honor”—with its Grand Opening set for June 6, 2026, marking

an exciting chapter in Maflpiya Lata’s cultural future.
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September 2025

A Month Rooted in Culture,
Service, and Community

September deepened cultural connection and community spirit
as students, staff, and families gathered for learning and service.
The Early Learning Center opened its doors to pre-K learners
immersed in Lakhéta language. Elementary students honored
the warrior Crazy Horse through their annual Fort Robinson
pilgrimage. The Volunteer Program uplifted stories from new
and returning volunteers whose service strengthens the school
community. The month concluded with Orange Shirt Day,
when students honored survivors and victims of Residential

and Indian Boarding Schools, reaffirming Malvqpiya Lata’s

commitment to truth and healing;




October 2025

Youth Leadership, Community
Pride, and Global Connection

October highlighted leadership, cultural pride, and global
engagement across campus. High school seniors reflected
during their Fall Retreat, new school royalty was crowned at
the school powwow, and the Student Council marched in the
Indigenous Peoples’ Day Parade. Five MLSRI participants
presented their research, and students traveled to the national
AISES conference to learn from Native scholars in STEM.
Instructor Paul Martin represented the United States at his
first Paraclimbing World Championship. The month also saw
moments of advocacy and international connection through a

Catholic statement on the Wounded Knee massacre and stafl’

participation in jRe-Existe 2025 in Mexico.
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November 2025

Tradition, Advocacy, and
Community in Action

November blended tradition, service, and advocacy as students
engaged in meaningful learning from the first day of the month
to the last. The annual buffalo harvest grounded students in
hands-on Lakhéta tradition, while high school students traveled
to Washington, D.C., for the Ignatian FFamily Teach-In for
Justice—presenting Rep. Dusty Johnson with a handmade
medicine pouch filled with buffalo hair. Prayer Week united the
community in reflection, and Fall Athletics banquet honored
student-athletes’ dedication and teamwork. The month closed
with a cherished tradition as students served a Thanksgiving
meal to community members, offering care and gratitude

during the season of giving,




December 2025

Excellence, Culture,
and Celebration

December was marked by excellence, cultural pride, and
collective celebration as Maflpiya Luta students closed the

year on a powerful note. At the 48th Annual Lakota Nation
Invitational, students earned top honors across academics, arts,
athletics, and cultural competitions. The girls basketball team
continued a remarkable legacy with its 5th consecutive LNI
championship, while the boys basketball team captured the LNI
championship in a thrilling double-overtime victory. Beyond
competition, LNI served as a meaningful gathering—reuniting
families, schools, and communities in shared pride and
tradition. As the semester came to a close, students carried this
momentum into the holiday season, celebrating achievements
while honoring the relationships and values that continue to
guide their learning.
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Maflpiya Liata Owayawa

Mahpiya Lata Owéayawa offers a comprehensive
K—12 education across four schools: a dual-language
immersion elementary school, a middle school, a
college-preparatory high school, and Our Lady of
Lourdes, a K-8 elementary school in Porcupine, SD.
Guided by Lakhota and Jesuit values, our schools
provide rigorous academics, cultural and language
learning, and whole-child support that nurtures

confident, community-minded leaders.

In 2025, students demonstrated resilience, creativity,
and deep pride in their identities as Lakhota learners
and leaders—from national STEM presentations to

outstanding athletic seasons.

By the Numbers

5 full-ride college scholarships for Class of 2025
6 Lakhota Biliteracy Seals awarded to graduating class members
20+ student-led leadership, wellness, and cultural events

100% senior post-secondary completion

460 students enrolled in 2025, an increase from 363 in 2024.
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2025 Highlights

High school students continue to advance Mahy
Lata’s Truth & Healing research during another

collaborative visit to Marquette University.

Students travel nationally to present original STEM
research projects at the AISES conference and to
participate in the Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice in

Washington, DC.

The Elementary Drum Group represented Xlaflpiya
Lata at multiple state-level events, including State

Basketball Tournaments and university invitations.

Middle school students traveled to the University of
Notre Dame for academic enrichment and early college

exploration.

The Girls High School Basketball Team won a fourth-
consecutive LNI Championship, completed another
undefeated regular season and earned 2nd place at
State Tournament; and Cheerleaders won LNI and
received the coveted Spirit of Six Award at the State

T()urn ament.




Chatka Arts Center

The Chatkt Arts Center—formerly The Heritage
Center—carries more than five decades of Native
artistic legacy. Chatkq, meaning “Place of Honor”

in Lakhota, reflects the center’s mission to uplift and
celebrate Native artists and art. Founded in 1969, the
Red Cloud Indian Art Show was the first art show
established on a Native reservation and remains the

largest and longest-running juried Native art show of its
kind.

2025 Highlights
Today, Chatkt stewards a renowned collection of The Red Cloud Indian Art Show celebrated
nearly 13,000 pieces of Native art, operates a gift shop its 57th annual show—and'its final year in
the current Drexel Hall gallery.

representing more than 300 Native artists, and hosts two

to three gallery exhibitions each year in addition to the

Chatkt Arts staff assumed leadership of the

annual Art Show. A new building set to open in June will o
organizational Tour Program and began

stand as a testament to the endurlng Strength’ beaUty’ planning expanded art-focused offerings.

and resilience of Native art and culture.

Jonstruction completed on the new
BY the Numbers building with move-in underway.

14,574 visitors FY25

$256,725 in total sales in FY25 Looking Ahead:

2025 Art Show numbers: Grand Opening 2026
$43,114 in Art Show revenue, with $34,491 paid directly The new Chatka Arts Center will celebrate

. : its Grand Opening on Saturday, June 6,
to Native artists -

2026 at noon. Join us!
76 artists, 26 Tribal Nations represented
182 submissions

85 pieces sold

225 attendees at the Opening




Holy Rosary Catholic Community

With seven active churches spread across 3,500 square miles,
the pastoral ministry serves more than 1,000 families on

the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. Guided by Lakhota lay
leaders, church members, Jesuit priests and brothers, and
Ursuline Franciscan sisters, the pastoral team is present for
the community every day—offering support, sharing prayer,
and extending healing as one Lakhota Catholic community

rooted in the good news of Jesus Christ.

Through social outreach in religious education, recovery
ministry, and leadership development, the churches create
safe, supportive spaces for families to gather, learn, and grow.
They provide sacramental preparation, spiritual retreats,
family visits, funeral ministry, regular Masses, and essential
food and financial assistance. Church halls also remain vital
community hubs—welcoming families for wakes and funerals,
birthday celebrations, community dinners, meetings, and

other meaningful gatherings.

By the Numbers

961 Masses celebrated by five priests across seven churches

1,276 food bags distributed by the Our Lady of the Sioux Church food
pantry

780 church hall uses by community members

73 participants in sacramental celebrations (baptism, first communion,
confirmation, marriage)

3 spiritual retreats with the Lakhoéta Catholic community
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2025 Highlights

Newly appointed Bishop Scott Bullock
celebrated Mass with the Mackert and
Middle School communities during

National Catholic Schools Week.

Fr. Ryen and 9 parishioners traveled to the
Tekakwitha Conference in Las Cruces,

New Mexico in July.

Bishop Bullock and the De Smet Jesuit
Community of West River issued a
statement opposing the decision to allow the
19 soldiers involved in the 1890 Wounded
Knee Massacre to retain their Medals of
Honor, affirming the event as a massacre

that should not be recognized as honorable.

Fr. Ryen Dwyer, S.J. was installed as

Pastor for the Catholic community on the

Pine Ridge Reservation.




Financial

Fiscal year operates from July 1, 2024 to June 2025
Report covers this time period

A copy of the Red Cloud’s

Operating Revenues, Income and Support

FY24 independent audit is

Contributions and Grants $* 11,276,051 available upon request.
Opverall increase in
Contributed Services $ 1,000,678 TR | I
Investment Income Authorized for Spending $ 5,627,940 LR
End of year net assets in
Other Revenues $ 4,812,467 FY24 is $95,684,666
Total Revenues and Support $17,089,196
Schools $ 10,829,559
Social/Pastoral Services $ 1,371,800
Heritage Center/Cultural support $ 653,726
Total $ 12,855,085
Administrative/Support Services $ 2,905,337
Advancement Expenses $ 4,749,841
Total Support Services $ 7,655,178
Total Operating Expenses $ 20,510,263
Total Increase in Net Assets Held in Perpetuity $ 3,421,067
Operating Surplus (Deficit) $ 75,802

Maflpiy



Board of

Directors

VISION

Mahpiya Luta fosters leaders
in a vibrant Lakhota and

Jesuit Catholic community

MISSION

l\rlaﬁpiya Liata embraces
Lakhota and Jesuit Catholic
values and teachings to

grow as a community
through education, spiritual
formation, Lakhéta language,

art, and culture.

Troy “Scott” Weston
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Dakota Hoska
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Fr. David Mastangelo, S.]J. (Ex-Officio)
President, Maflpiya Luata

Jennifer Bordeaux-Black Bear
Enrolled member Rosebud Sioux Tribe

Ryen Dwyer, S.].

Superior, DeSmet Jesuit Community

Patricia Acevedo Fuentes

J. Christopher Woiwode

James W. Dunn

Jim E. Warne
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Tiarra Little
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Michael Hora

Finance Committee, Chair

Nathan Krawetzke, S.].

Nicholas Hernandez

Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Ramon Bear Runner
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Fr. Kevin Burke, S.J.

Robert Ecoffey

Board of Directors, Chair
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Paul Daoust

Sarah White
Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

Stephen A. Wilcox
Vice Chair

Stephen F. McCarthy

Walter W. Bardenwerper

William Brewer

Enrolled member of Oglala Sioux Tribe

William Whitaker

Treasurer
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